
    

    

    
    
  Who Was Mother Teresa?

 

    

  Nearly everyone has heard of Mother Teresa. Her kindness and good works are known all over the world.

   

  But do you know how Mother Teresa went from being a young girl growing up in Eastern Europe to a nun that is known around the world for helping the sick and the poor?

   

  As you read, you will learn of Teresa's amazing life journey. A journey that led her to win the Nobel Prize for Peace and be recognised as a saint in the Catholic Church.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Early Life

 

    
  Mother Teresa's birth name was Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. She was born in the city of Skopje, modern-day North Macedonia, on 26 August 1910.

   

  North Macedonia is a country in Eastern Europe that is bordered by Albania, Serbia, Greece, Kosovo and Bulgaria.

 

    
  Agnes' family was of Albanian descent. Her father was a grocer, and her mother was active in church affairs.

   

  As a child, Agnes enjoyed going to church and being part of the local Catholic community.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Education and Nunhood

 

    
  By the time she was twelve years old, Agnes knew that she wanted to become a nun. When she turned eighteen, Agnes travelled to Dublin, Ireland to begin her training with the Sisters of Loreto, a community of nuns with missions in India.

 

    
  During her stay, Agnes learned English, the language she would use to teach. A few months later, she travelled to Kolkata, India and began teaching at a Catholic school for girls.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  On 24 May 1931, Agnes took vows to become a nun. When someone becomes a nun, they can choose a new name. Agnes decided to be named after St Teresa, the patron saint of missionaries.

 

    
  Six years later, Teresa took what is known as final vows. That means she promised God to remain a nun for life. After taking those vows, she became known as Mother Teresa.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  A Call Within a Call

 

    
  The girls that attended the Catholic school where Mother Teresa taught had almost everything they needed. However, many people in Kolkata were very poor. They did not have clean water or enough food to eat.

   

  They also could not afford to go to a doctor when they were ill. One day in 1946, Mother Teresa strongly felt that God was calling her to help the poor people of India.

 

    
  Teresa wrote to the Vatican and asked for permission to change her mission. Two years later, the Vatican gave her their blessings.

   

  Mother Teresa then travelled to Patna, India to take a short course in basic medicine from a group of nuns called the Medical Mission Sisters. After that, she returned to Kolkata to begin helping and living among the sick and poor.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Missionaries of Charity

 

    

  When Mother Teresa first went into the slums of Kolkata in 1948, she had no financial help from the church. She had to beg for food and supplies she needed to help the poor.

   

  However, things started to change for the better in October 1950. That is when the Catholic Church permitted Mother Theresa to start her own order, the Missionaries of Charity.

   

  This was an order of nuns whose mission was to care for the poorest of the poor. In the beginning, only twelve nuns were members of Missionaries of Charity. However, the order grew through the years as more nuns joined.

 


    
  One of Mother Teresa's first projects in the slums of Kolkata was teaching poor children. She taught them how to read and write by drawing on the ground with sticks!

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Nobel Peace Prize, Awards and Recognition

 

    

  Mother Teresa's work with the poor did not escape notice. In 1962, the Government of India awarded Mother Teresa one of their highest honours. As time went on, people around the world began to hear about Mother Teresa.

 


    

  In 1979, Mother Teresa received the Nobel Prize for peace. That is the highest honour that can be given to a person that works to help others. Instead of having a banquet in her honour, Mother Teresa asked the organisation to donate the money to help the poor in India.

   

  As Mother Teresa grew older, her health began to fail. After suffering two heart attacks, she died on 5 September 1997 at 87 years old.

 


    
  India's government gave Mother Teresa a state funeral. Thousands of people came to pay their respects. Her body was buried on the Missionaries of Charity grounds in Kolkata.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Mother Teresa Memorial House

 

    

  Mother Teresa's hometown, Skopje, wanted to do something to honour her. In 2008, they decided to build a museum called the Mother Teresa Memorial House. The building was completed in only nine months.

   

  Exhibits in the museum tell the story of Mother Teresa's life. These exhibits include photographs, letters and documents about Mother Teresa and her work. The museum also has a chapel, where Catholic priests hold services.

 


    
  Between eighty thousand and hundred thousand people from all walks of life come to visit the Mother Teresa Memorial House every year.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Impact on the World

 

    
  Even though she is no longer living, Mother Teresa continues to make an impact on the world. As of 2020, over 5,160 Catholic nuns are members of the Missionaries of Charity.

   

  The Missionaries of Charity have branches throughout India, as well as in several other countries.

   

  Like Mother Teresa, they help to care for the sick and the poor. They provide food and medicine to people others will not help.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Canonisation

 

    
  On 4 September 2016, Mother Teresa was canonised by the leader of the Catholic Church, Pope Francis I. To be canonised means that the Catholic Church has declared someone to be a saint. Saints are people that the Catholic Church holds up to be a great example of their faith.

 

    

  After being named a saint, Mother Teresa became known as Saint Teresa of Calcutta.

 

  



    

    

    
    
  Fun Facts About Mother Teresa

 

    
  •Mother Teresa was the youngest of three girls in her family.

  •She could speak Albanian, Serbian, English, Hindi and Bengali fluently. This made it possible for her to communicate with people from many nations.

 

    
  •Much of Mother Teresa's work involved helping children that were poor.

  •Many streets and buildings have been named after Mother Teresa.

  •The international airport in Tirana, Albania is named after Mother Teresa.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Famous Quotes and Meaning

 

    

  Throughout her life, Mother Teresa wanted to help people understand that no matter who we are, we can all help someone. And if everyone does what they can to help others, it will make the world a much better place. These are some famous quotes from Mother Teresa:

 


    

  'Do not wait for leaders; do it alone, person to person.'

   

  'If you can't feed a hundred people, then feed just one.'

   

  'In this life we cannot do great things. We can only do small things with great love.'

   

  'If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.'

   

  'Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person, a beautiful thing.'

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Throughout her life, Mother Teresa always found ways to help people. Even when it seemed that no one cared about the poor, she found ways to help them. Many people of all faiths have been inspired by Mother Teresa's work and dedication.

   

  Perhaps you too will be inspired by her story and find ways to help people that are in need.
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    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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