

    

    

    
    

  Among the most important figures in all of human history are the great warriors and generals who carved their way through vast territories to build empires that stretched to the ends of the known world. To some, these are great heroes, who led their people to glory while helping to share culture and ideas around the world, while to others these are bloodthirsty monsters who left millions of people dead in campaigns to boost their own egos. But no one can deny that each of these rulers changed the world forever. Learn more about some of the greatest conquerors in history.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Cyrus the Great

  (590-580 BCE – 529 BCE)

 

    

  Chosen as the leader of the Persian people, Cyrus II is an enigmatic figure who founded one of the greatest empires in history. Born into one of several Persian tribes in the southwest of modern-day Iran, Cyrus led his people to unite the tribes and together they vanquished the powerful Median kingdom and sacked the wealthy realm of Lydia, before defeating the mighty Babylonian Empire under King Nabonidus and marching into the city of Babylon itself in 539 BCE.

   

  On a massive clay cylinder found in the ruins of Babylon, Cyrus portrayed himself as a fair and just ruler who was righting the wrongs of Nabonidus' corrupt rule. He freed the Israelites from the Babylonians and allowed them to return to Israel, an act for which Cyrus became the only gentile to be celebrated as God's Anointed One. However, he did not show such generosity to other groups, deporting the entire population of Lydia and massacring the citizens of Opis. Despite his cruelty, the Achaemenid Empire that he founded has become famous as an example of fairness and tolerance among the empires of the ancient world, encouraging religious freedom and spreading strict but fair law codes.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Alexander the Great

  (356 BCE – 323 BCE)

 

    

  Crowned king of Macedonia at just twenty years old, Alexander III led an immense army in a war against the formidable Persian Empire. Crushing the armies of King Darius at the Battles of Issus and Gaugamela, Alexander seized a territory that stretched from Egypt to modern-day Afghanistan, before attempting to conquer India.

   

  Taught by the famous philosopher Aristotle, Alexander embraced and admired the cultures he conquered, and was capable of great loyalty and affection. However, he was also known for his ruthlessness and cruelty, plundering the Persian capital of Persepolis and even killing some of his own generals for disagreeing with him. After conquering much of the known world, he died at the age of just 32, and his empire was soon carved up by his generals. However, his name lived on in many cities named Alexandria after him, the most famous in Egypt, and his actions spread new ideas around the world.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Julius Caesar

  (circa 100 BCE – 44 BCE)

 

    
  The single most famous figure in Roman history, Gaius Julius Caesar was a legendary general and politician whose actions arguably paved the way for the end of the Roman Republic. Placed in charge of the Roman provinces of Spain and Gaul, Caesar swept the entirety of them both into Rome's domain, and led the first attempt at a Roman invasion of Britain. When ordered to disband his armies by his rival Pompey, Caesar famously crossed the Rubicon River with his army, a point no army was supposed to cross, and defeated Pompey and his supporters.

   

  After vanquishing his enemies, Caesar became the ruler of Rome but repeatedly turned down the crown and worked hard to become popular with the ordinary Roman people. This, however, upset many of Rome's ruling class, and Caesar was assassinated in 44 BCE. But his name lived on, with centuries of rulers from the Russian Tsars to the German Kaisers using forms of 'Caesar' as their title.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Ashoka

  (died circa 238 BCE)

 

    
  The Emperor of India's Mauryan Dynasty from 265 BCE to 232 BCE, Ashoka was infamous for being a bloodthirsty warlord in the first eight years of his reign, killing several of his own brothers to take power. Waging near-constant war on surrounding territories, he expanded his parents' already-large empire to cover much of the Indian subcontinent. Laying siege to the kingdom of Kalinga with the largest army in Indian history, Ashoka captured the kingdom and ravaged the population, leaving 150,000 people dead and the capital city in ruins.

   

  Confronted with this carnage the morning after the battle, Ashoka felt great remorse for all the death and suffering he had caused, and he underwent a startling change, becoming a devout Buddhist and devoting the rest of his reign to peace. Carving edicts on forty-foot pillars all around his kingdom, he vowed to care for his subjects as a father, promised the neighbouring realms he would never attack them again, and even created some of the first-ever lists of protected species. He encouraged people to follow a vegetarian diet, banned torture and other harsh punishments, and spread values of religious tolerance throughout his empire.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  Attila the Hun

  (died 453 CE)

 


    
  During his reign between 434 and 453 CE, Attila the Hun became one of the greatest enemies of the Roman Empire, to the extent he was named the 'Scourge of God'. Head of a Central Asian nomadic group known as the Huns, Attila unified the various tribes into a Hunnic Empire, which for a short period dominated much of Central Asia through to Western Europe.

   

  Attila and his hoards attempted to seize control of Roman Gaul (modern-day France) before marching on Italy itself. But despite his reputation as a ruthless barbarian, Attila's triumph was partly based on his willingness to make and break treaties, forcing the Romans to concede territories to him before launching attacks on their cities and taking thousands of people as slaves. But for all his ferocity and military might, Attila met a quite unfortunate end, choking to death on the blood from a severe nosebleed. His sons were unable to live up to their father's achievements, and the Hunnic Empire collapsed within twenty years of his death, but his attacks had permanently scarred the ailing Roman Empire.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Charlemagne

  (747 – 814)

 

    

  A famous king of what is today France, Charlemagne was more responsible than any other ruler for the spread of Christianity through Western Europe. Crowned King of the Franks and the Lombards, Charlemagne was known for conquering Saxony, something that not even the famed Emperor Augustus was able to achieve, and for campaigns against the Saracen pirates in the Mediterranean which led to the conquest of Sardinia and Corsica.

   

  After helping out Pope Leo III, Charlemagne was named the first Holy Roman Emperor, and used his powers to build roads, create standard law codes and spread learning and knowledge, bringing an end to the Dark Ages in the so-called Carolingian Renaissance. However, his rule was also known for great brutality, once executing four thousand unarmed Saxons who refused to convert to Christianity.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  William the Conqueror

  (1028 – 1087)

 


    
  Known as 'the Bastard' for his unmarried parents, William of Normandy had to fight for respect from an early age, but eventually overcame his rivals and declared himself Duke of Normandy. With distant blood ties to King Edward the Confessor of England, William believed himself to be the rightful heir to Edward's crown, only to find his one-time ally Harold Godwinson taking power upon the old king's death. Sailing for the south of England and catching the kingdom unprepared while Harold was battling a Norse invasion to the north, William and his forces soon defeated Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, ending many years of Anglo-Saxon rule and establishing a Norman aristocracy that ruled for decades.

   

  His rule saw great cruelty against his new subjects, with thousands of rebels in the north of England put to the sword. To record the full details of his domain, William commissioned a Doomsday Book that listed every person in his kingdom and everything they owned, and to preserve his newly conquered lands he built many great castles around the country, the most infamous being the Tower of London. Despite all of his achievements, William met a horrifying and undignified end, dying while at war with France after rupturing his bladder on the point of a saddle, with the stench of his putrefying body driving his mourners from the funeral, leaving his corpse to be looted.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Genghis Khan

  (1162 – 1227)

 

    

  Born Temüjin Borjigin, the man who would become Genghis Khan rose from heir to one of many tribes to the ruler who united the Mongols and forged an immense empire that covered most of Asia. One of the greatest generals in history, he was ruthless in battle, putting millions to the sword for not surrendering. The total death toll of his campaigns is unknown, but historians believe it to have been between 30 and 60 million, reaching levels of slaughter not seen again until World War 2, and at the time the equivalent of 17% of the world's population.

   

  But despite the horrors of his campaigns, those who did surrender were not tortured or held prisoner, and Genghis was known as a fair ruler, normally avoiding killing women and children, spreading wealth among the Mongolians rather than hoarding it, abolishing taxes for teachers and doctors, encouraging freedom of religion, and creating the world's first international postal system. Unlike many of the other barbarian warriors on this list, Genghis managed to establish a stable dynasty, with his grandson Kublai Khan becoming the Chinese Emperor and his descendants ruling Asia for centuries to come.

 


  



    

    

    
    
  Timur the Lame

  (1336 – 1405)

 

    
  Known as the Sword of Islam and Conqueror of the World, Timur was a brutal and ferocious Turkic-Mongol warlord whose conquests forged an empire that spread through Central Asia. Timur had a difficult upbringing, being shot with arrows as a teenager, which left him with two missing fingers, crippled hands and an injured leg. But despite these injuries, Timur was able to forge himself into a fearsome military commander, uniting troops under the promise of reclaiming ancestral lands from usurpers. His armies marched across the known world, from Georgia and Armenia in Europe to Damascus and Delhi.

   

  He was renowned for horrific cruelty, supposedly building a pyramid from the bones of his victims in Baghdad and Isfahan, and became known as the 'Scourge of Islam' for his attacks on Muslim communities, although he attacked regardless of religion. When he died of a cold while campaigning in Kazakhstan, the era of the great Central Asian conquerors ended with him.

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Mehmed

  the Conqueror

  (1432 – 1481)

 

    
  Perhaps the greatest ruler of the Ottoman Empire, Mehmed II reigned first between 1444 and 1446, and after his brother Murad II had died, he took power from 1451 to 1481. He was most famous for his victory in the Siege of Constantinople in 1453, which collapsed the Byzantine Empire, consolidated Ottoman power in the region and brought the Middle Ages to an end.

   

  Renaming the city Istanbul (the name it still holds today), Mehmed embarked on campaigns to expand his empire, which stretched from the Black Sea and Syria to Greece and Bosnia, and vanquished fearsome enemies like Vlad 'the Impaler' of Wallachia. Along with his impressive feats of arms, Mehmed was a wise and just ruler, creating law codes and overseeing a period of urban renewal in Istanbul and a flowering of the arts and culture within his empire.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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