

    

    

    
    

  One bitter morning, Gudrun awoke before her father Ulf set sail.

  "Why isn't chief Ormrson going?" her mother Sigrid asked.

  "A stranger's helping him build a bigger longhouse," replied Ulf.

  "They've become fast friends."

  "Too fast for my liking …" Sigrid muttered.

  "Skuggi's a good man and Ormr trusts him," said Ulf. "Anyway I must go."

  "Sail well," sighed Sigrid as Ulf left.

  Gudrun sat up in bed. "They're going raiding without the chief?"

  Her mother shivered. "Shush and go fetch wood for the fire!"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  With a sigh Gudrun slipped on her cloak and trudged to the woods.

  As she gathered twigs, something moved beyond the trees. Gudrun peeked from behind a yew.

  There, a stranger handed Skuggi a bag of coins, then skulked into the shadows.

  Gudrun froze. He must be one of Olaf's spies!

  She stepped back as quietly as she could, but a twig cracked beneath her shoe.

  Skuggi spun around and snapped: "What are you doing here?"

  Gudrun backed away, but the man crept towards her.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  She blurted in fright: "Are you here to fell a tree?"

  Skuggi stopped and smiled. "That's right, clever girl …"

  Gudrun showed him the twigs. "Mother's waiting for this firewood."

  He nodded. "Then run along." Gudrun skipped away from the woods.

  Once out of sight she dropped the bundle and dashed to find her twin.

  Near the longhouse a flash of steel caught her eye. There Gunnar swiped his sword this way and that.

  "You've got a real sword?" gasped Gudrun.

  "Father had it made," Gunnar replied. "But your time will come."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "I doubt it," sighed Gudrun. "There's a spy in Særgard."

  Gunnar rolled his eyes. "Don't tell me it's Skuggi ..."

  "I saw him lurking in the woods," Gudrun cried.

  "He forged my sword," said Gunnar. "He can lurk where he likes."

  "He was getting paid to spy!" she hissed.

  His jaw dropped. "Skuggi is one of Olaf's men?"

  "Now we'll have to warn the chief," said Gudrun.

  "He'll never listen to children," Gunnar replied. "But he may believe our mother …"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Inside the longhouse Sigrid pointed at the fire's ashes. "And where is my firewood?"

  "We think Skuggi is King Olaf's spy," said Gudrun.

  "Did he also steal the wood for our fire?" asked their mother.

  "No…" Gunnar replied. "But Gudrun caught him taking money from the enemy."

  "You are mistaken," said their mother.

  "He was angry that I saw him," Gudrun cried. "You've got to tell the chief!"

  Their mother scoffed. "Ormrson wouldn't trust your father, let alone his wife."

  "If Skuggi's a spy, we have to unmask him," said Gunnar.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "How?" their mother cried. "Ormr won't believe me and all the warriors are away."

  "But if the chief is killed," said Gudrun, "King Olaf will attack."

  "Fine, I'll tell him," their mother sighed. "Ormr's out hunting deer, but is holding a meeting in his new longhouse tonight."

  "A meeting?" asked Gudrun. "But he won't allow women or girls."

  "And the chief doesn't like me," added Gunnar.

  Sigrid shrugged. "Then I'll warn him tomorrow."

  "If the enemy is close it'll be too late," Gudrun cried.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Then what should we do?" Gunnar asked.

  "Mother," began Gudrun. "Remember when you told us how the jötunnThrym stole Thor's hammer Mjöllnir? Then asked for Freya's hand in marriage as payment?"

  Their mother frowned. "I don't know how a story about giants will save Særgard …"

  "Thor dresses as the bride Freya, Loki as a bridesmaid and they travel to Jötunheimr. During the wedding Thor snatches back his hammer, then defeats all the giants."

  Sigrid folded her arms. "I'm not becoming Ormr's bride!"

  "But we could go to the meeting dressed as father and son …" replied Gudrun.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Shouldn't Gunnar come?" their mother asked.

  "If we're seen together, Ormr will suspect you," Gunnar replied.

  "I'll hide outside the longhouse. If you have to escape I'll distract them."

  "If we're caught we'll be drowned in a lake," their mother hissed.

  "There are no warriors here to save us!" cried Gudrun.

  "Then fetch your father's clothes," Sigrid sighed. "Gunnar, bring yours. We'll head for Ormr's longhouse after dark."

  Soon, Sigrid sported Ulf's clothes while Gudrun wore Gunnar's.

  By the door their mother threw on a cloak. "What do you think?"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Gunnar grimaced. "You look more like goddess Freya than Thor."

  Their mother shrugged. "It'll have to do."

  "Let's go," Gudrun replied.

  The moon rose as they walked towards the chief's longhouse. Meanwhile Gunnar slunk behind out of sight.

  "I hope this works," muttered Sigrid.

  "It will," Gudrun whispered. "If you walk less like a lady …"

  Sigrid's eyes grew. "I forgot." Then with bold strides mother and daughter marched into the huge longhouse. They sat as close to Chief Ormrson as possible.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But each time Sigrid tried to warn him, Skuggi interrupted.

  "He won't let me talk to Ormrson," Sigrid hissed.

  "Let me try," Gudrun whispered then stood to speak.

  Skuggi's arm blocked her path. "Where are you going, boy?"

  Gudrun's heart thumped. "None of your business stranger."

  His teeth bared. "You're too young to be here."

  "I-I'm thirteen," cried Gudrun. "Just small for my age."

  "Too weak to be a warrior, but not to fill my drinking horn."

  Skuggi thrust it towards her.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  But as Gudrun hurried to fill it, her long braid fell down.

  Sigrid's face paled.

  Gudrun tucked the braid away before Skuggi saw, but spilled the drink on his tunic.

  Skuggi snatched the horn. "Clumsy brat!" Then shoved Gudrun back into her seat.

  "It's no good," whispered Sigrid. "We should go before we're caught."

  But before Gudrun replied, Ormr spotted her mother.

  "You unwell, stranger? You sip like a milkmaid ..."

  Sigrid looked startled, downed her drink then belched.

  "But I belch like a warrior!" she roared. The Vikings cheered.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Ormr's eyes narrowed. "You belch like a boar. Who are you stranger?"

  "Dularkufl," Sigrid squeaked then grunted. "Ulf's brother."

  Skuggi muttered: "That coward has no brothe-".

  Gudrun grabbed Sigrid's drinking horn. "Let's make a toast!"

  "Skol!" the Vikings cheered before Skuggi could finish.

  "No," Gudrun cried. "Let's toast Skuggi, who hasn't paid me for filling his drink."

  Skuggi stood and slammed King Olaf's coins before her. "There!"

  Every Viking saw the enemy's money, then faced him. "Spy!"

  Skuggi's eyes bulged. He pulled a hammer from inside his cloak and raised it to strike Ormrson.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The chief yelped.

  Sigrid whipped a longbow from under her cloak. She loaded an arrow and fired.

  Both Skuggi and his hammer crashed to the floor.

  "Do I shoot arrows like a milkmaid?" Sigrid growled.

  But Ormr pointed at mother and daughter. "Seize them!"

  "Run!" Gudrun cried. She and Sigrid dashed out of the longhouse.

  As Ormr's men neared, Gunnar set the neighbour's hens free.

  They flapped around the chasers as the strangers fled.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Mother and twins burst into their longhouse, changed and jumped into bed.

  Ormrson stormed inside. "Where's Ulf's brother?"

  Sigrid stretched and yawned. "He has none."

  "Well Dularkufl is banished!" Ormrson bellowed then stomped into the night.

  Gunnar leapt up. "We saved Særgard!"

  "With the help of mother's longbow …" added Gudrun.

  Then Sigrid handed her a bow. "Now you have your own."

  "How did you sneak one into Ormr's longhouse?" Gunnar asked.

  Sigrid smiled. "As Thrym found out, when a stranger visits you should always check under their cloak…"
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      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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