
    

    

    
    

  Linus's school was off to the zoo! Time to get ready.

  Dad put sunscreen on Linus's arms. Mum gave him a coat and a packed lunch. "Have a fun trip!" they cried.

  Soon, Linus's class got onto the coach.

  Everyone put on bright caps. Now the teacher could spot them easily.

  "I hope we see rhinos," said Linus.

  "I want to visit the lions!" Lisa cried.

  On the way there Miss Chalk said, "Remember what we learned in class?"

  "When we get to the zoo, stay in our groups," Mo replied.

  "Excellent!" she said.

  "And don't make loud noises," Will added. "Because it scares the animals."

  "Well done!" Miss Chalk cried. "Now see what animals you can spy. Try to find fun facts about each one."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  At the zoo, Miss Chalk put Linus and his friends into one group.

  Miss Chalk's helper, Ollie, would look after them today. "Which animals should we see?" Ollie said.

  "The monkeys are close by," said Linus. "Let's find them first."

  "What about the lions or rhinos?" asked Lisa.

  "Don't worry," replied Ollie. "We'll see them too."

  "Let's go!" said Mo. Off they went to the monkey house.

  The monkeys picked insects from each other's fur.

  "How many can you see?" Ollie asked.

  The children counted the animals:

  "One. Two. Three. Four!"

  Next, they wrote down the monkey's name: Baboon.

  Then Linus read a sign. "Some baboons floss their teeth with their fur."

  "You just found our first fun fact!"

  Lisa cried.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  They all looked at a map of the zoo. "What's next?" Ollie asked.

  Linus pointed at an animal's picture. "What's that?"

  "I think it's a meerkat!" Mo cried.

  "Can we go and see them?" asked Will.

  "It sounds like fun!" Lisa replied.

  Off they went to the meerkat lookout. It was crowded but the children did not push. They kept close to Ollie until they reached the meerkats' home.

  The meerkats stood on their hind paws. They peered at the children.

  "Can you draw what they eat?" Ollie said. The children drew pictures of insects and fruit.

  "But what's a fun fact about meerkats?" asked Linus.

  Lisa looked inside her book.

  "They can live in the desert without drinking water!" she cried.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  "What would you like to see now?" Ollie asked.

  "The penguins!" the children cried.

  They went to the penguin pool but

  had to wait. Other children saw the birds swim behind glass.

  At last, it was their turn! They saw a bird dive under the water to catch a fish.

  "They're very fast," Linus gasped.

  "It's like they're flying through the water," Mo added.

  "And they look like they're wearing jackets," Lisa laughed.

  Next they each drew a big, white penguin's egg.

  "What are some fun facts about penguins?" asked Will. A zoo helper replied: "Penguins can't fly but can zip across the ice on their tummies! Their black and white colour also make them harder for seals to spot."

 

  

    

    

    
    

  The group then saw some trees behind a fence.

  "Can you guess what lives there?"

  Ollie asked.

  Big orange and black striped cats crept between the trees.

  "Tigers!" the children said.

  One tiger roared. It flashed sharp teeth.

  "He looks hungry," Linus whispered.

  "Let's not get too close," Lisa replied.

  They stayed well back from the fence to be safe. Then the children each drew a big tiger's paw print in their books.

  "That's four animals we've seen so far!"

  said Mo.

  "Now, does anyone have a fun fact about tigers?" Ollie asked.

  "Tigers love to swim," replied Linus. "Unlike cats."

  "That's true," said Will. "My cat hasn't had a bath once!"

 


  


    

    

    
    

  At midday they sat at a picnic table to eat their packed lunches.

  When they finished, Ollie asked:

  "Do you know what's nearby?"

  "The lions?" said Linus.

  "They're my favourite!" Lisa cried.

  So off they went to the lions' lair.

  One big cat drank water from a pool. Nearby, a lioness played with her three cubs. The smallest jumped on her tail.

  "She's teaching them to hunt," said Ollie. "How many lions can you see?"

  They all counted: "One, two … And three little ones makes five!"

  "So, what fun facts can we find about lions?" Ollie asked.

  Will read the zoo's app:

  "Lions are the only cats that roar together."

  "They hunt during storms," Mo added.

  "To sneak up on their food."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Soon the group left the lions behind.

  "Where shall we go next?" Ollie asked.

  Linus saw an animal peek over a high wall. "Look, a giraffe!"

  "Let's go and see!" the children cried.

  At the giraffe house the zookeeper was feeding the tall, spotted animals. The giraffes wrapped long, grey tongues around the leaves to eat them.

  "How tall are they?" Lisa asked.

  "Some can grow as big as six metres," the zookeeper replied.

  Then the children drew the spots they saw on the giraffes necks.

  "Do you know some facts about giraffes?" Mo asked.

  The zookeeper smiled. "Did you know that a giraffe can sleep standing up? And though all giraffes have spots, no two are exactly alike."

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Next, they went to the elephant park. There a baby elephant played in the lake.

  It squirted water at its mother. The children laughed.

  "That's one cheeky elephant," cried Linus.

  "You can tell where they're from," Ollie said. "Africa!"

  "How?" Lisa asked.

  "African elephants have big ears,"

  he replied. "Asian elephants' ears are smaller and round."

  The animals drank water with their trunks. Meanwhile the children drew their ears and tusks.

  "Now can you find a fun fact about elephants?" Ollie asked.

  The children read a touch screen.

  "Found one!" said Mo. "An elephant's trunk has thousands of muscles."

  "That many?" Linus gasped.

  "They need all those muscles to pick things up," said Will.

  "And to squirt water at their mums!"

 


  


    

    

    
    
  "We have almost seen all the animals," said Ollie.

  "But Linus hasn't found his favourite yet!" Lisa cried.

  "There's one more animal left," Ollie replied. "Guess what it is."

  "The rhinos?" The children asked.

  They went to a field where the rhinos lived. Two rhinos ate leaves. Nearby a baby rhino rolled in

  the mud.

  "It's having a mud bath!" Will cried.

  "That mud is very useful," said Ollie. "You know why?"

  "It helps the rhino stay cool," said Linus. "And keeps insects off."

  "Very good!" Ollie replied.

  Lisa read an info board: "Rhino horn is made of the same stuff as

  our fingernails!"

  "Now that's a fun fact," Mo said.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  At last they reached the end of the zoo. Miss Chalk greeted them.

  "You're the last group back! How

  many animals did you find?"

  "All of them!" the children cried.

  "And they found fun facts to tell,"

  Ollie added.

  "That's great!" Miss Chalk replied. "Now it's time to go home."

  On the way back, the children shared their facts.

  "The zoo was fun," said Linus.

  "I wish I could see animals every day."

  "There's lots to spot in the wild,"

  Lisa replied.

  "Like foxes and deer!" said Mo.

  "Or hedgehogs and bats!" added Will.

  "But where can you find them?"

  asked Linus.

  "Under hedges," said Lisa. "In fields or parks, and sometimes in gardens."

  Linus smiled at his friends.

  "Then there's a zoo wherever you go!"
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