

    

    

    
    

  Billy was a bright young boy who lived with his mum and dad in a small house at the end of a quiet street. Billy had lots of friends in the neighbourhood, and every day after school they played together. Some days they rode bikes; other days they played hide-and-seek, but Billy's favourite game was marbles!

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Billy had a big bag of marbles. He had won many games with these marbles and he had built quite a collection: big and small, old and new, and every colour of the rainbow. Each marble was different and each marble was special. Very carefully, Billy selected his first marble as he faced off against Mary.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The game was close, and Billy was about to lose! Reaching into his bag, Billy pulled out his lucky smasher, the largest marble in his collection. He had won many games with this marble and he hoped to do the same this time. Aiming carefully, Billy nudged the marble and it sailed, hitting its target and winning the game.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Everyone celebrated the victory with claps and cheers.

  Billy smiled as he gathered his marbles and dropped each

  one carefully into the bag. Just then the shouts stopped

  and everything grew quiet. Someone was watching them

  from across the street. It was the new boy, Tommy.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "It's that new boy," Mary said, leaning in close to Billy. "His family just moved here from another country."

  "I hear his dad used to work on a farm," Peter chimed in.

  "He's strange," muttered Susan as she peeked out from behind Billy's shoulder. "His clothes are funny-looking, too!"

  "Don't invite him to play, Billy. He's not good enough to play with a marble master like you!" Carl said.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Look at his hair it's as red as a fire truck!"

  "He's not wearing any shoes. What an idiot!"

  "I heard he failed school last year and that's

  why they had to move."

  "I don't want to play with Tommy. Let's go play

  somewhere else."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  With all of his friends gone and no more marble

  matches to win, Billy headed back inside. As he

  climbed the stairs to the front porch, he was greeted by

  his father who had been sitting on the steps watching

  them play. He gave Billy a sad, confused look. "Why

  didn't you invite Tommy to come play? I'm sure he

  would love to have a friend here in the neighbourhood."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Aw, Dad, I don't want to invite Tommy."

  "Why not, son?"

  "He just moved here and I don't know him

  that well. Besides, he talks kind of

  strange," said Billy quietly.

  "Now, Billy, he doesn't talk strange; he just

  speaks differently. His family is from

  another country. Everyone is different in

  one way or another."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Hand me your marble bag." Billy gave his Dad a

  puzzled look as he handed him the bag and watched

  him carefully take out a few marbles.

  "You have quite a collection here. But look, this marble

  is chipped. We'd better get rid of it because it looks

  strange now."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Why would I want to get rid of my lucky smasher?" Billy

  looked at his dad in amazement. "I love that marble. It doesn't

  matter that it's old and chipped. It's a good marble."

  "Even though it isn't perfect or as nice and clean as it once

  was?" Billy nodded his head firmly. Dad smiled and handed the

  lucky smasher to Billy.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Well what about this marble?" Dad asked as

  he picked up a small blue marble from the

  bag. "It's too tiny to be of much good, right?"

  "No! That marble is awesome! It's small, but it

  is great for shooting between other marbles."

  "So you want to keep this one, too?"

  "Yup! I sure do!" exclaimed Billy as he held out

  his hands.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Dad opened the marble bag wide and looked in thoughtfully.

  "Billy, did you know you have some yellow marbles in here?"

  "Yeah, so?" "Yellow isn't a very pretty colour. I don't like it. Maybe you

  should get rid of the yellow marbles."

  "Why would I get rid of some of my marbles just because of what colour

  they are?"

  "I guess you're right, son. That would be kind of silly wouldn't it?

  These are all really good marbles."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "You know what your marbles remind me of, son?"

  Billy thought for a moment and shook his head.

  "People are a lot like your collection of marbles.

  You have big ones and little ones, old and new ones.

  Some are pretty; others might be ugly to someone else,

  but you love them all and treasure each one.

  It's the same way with people."

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Mr. Johnson across the street is really old. But you love it

  when we go to visit him, don't you?"

  "Sure, he has all those model planes and cars that he

  made after he had his accident and ended up in a

  wheelchair. Sometimes he even lets me play with them!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "What about Mrs. O'Neil down at the

  bakery? You were afraid of her when you

  first met her, weren't you?"

  "Only because she's so tall and has such a

  loud voice. But she is really friendly and

  nice. She lets us have a free biscuit on

  Fridays when we stop by after school!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "And then there's Susan, the girl from your

  class. She's the smallest one in your class

  but everyone loves playing with her."

  "We sure do! She is so funny and always

  makes us laugh. And she is really good at

  hide-and-seek because she can fit into all

  of the places that are too small for

  the rest of us!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Dad smiled at Billy and put his hands around his son. "Do you see now how people are like your

  marbles?" Billy thought again for a moment and then nodded.

  "Every marble is different in some way, just like every person is different. Not one of us is the same

  as everyone else. And it's a good thing too, don't you think? Otherwise it would be really boring if

  we were all exactly the same or liked the same things or played the same games."

  Billy nodded firmly in agreement.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "Remember, Billy. Every person is special no matter how different

  he or she may seem on the outside." Billy sat quietly for a moment as he

  thought about all that.

  "I have a lot of friends, and they are all different. Thomas likes to make jokes.

  Susan is really funny, too. Mark can do cool tricks on his skateboard.

  Martha loves to bake biscuits with her mum and Carl knows so much about

  cars it's crazy! I guess I really do have friends who are like my marbles!"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "So, what are you going to do?" Dad asked as he gave Billy a knowing grin.

  "I'm going to go invite Tommy over to play a game of marbles!"

  Billy shouted excitedly as he grabbed the bag and ran across the street.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  That was a special day for Billy.

  He not only learned an important lesson about

  what makes each of us special, but he also

  made a new best friend who was quite a

  marble master himself!
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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