
    

    

    
  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  In August 1914, Irish explorer Ernest
Shackleton was preparing for a
long and difficult journey to the
southernmost continent on Earth.

 

    
 
 
  The trip to Antarctica would begin on a dock in
Argentina. Ernest’s crew loaded their ship, Endurance,
with food, cold-weather clothing, and other supplies.

 

    
 
 
  Chapter 1
A Bold Adventure

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Years before, Ernest had hoped to be the first
person to reach the South Pole. But his journey
in 1904 was cut short when he became sick.

 

    
 
 
  He tried again in 1908 and came close, but he had
to turn back when his crew ran low on food.

 

    
 
 
  Then, in 1911, explorer Roald Amundsen reached the South Pole first. 

 

    
 
 
  Ernest was disappointed, but
he came up with a bigger plan. He would lead a walking
trip across all of Antarctica.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Ernest’s crew included a cook, a doctor, scientists, a photographer, and sailors. Dogs would pull sleds on the ice. 

 

    
 
 
  Our adventure begins. As your leader, I promise to do everything i can to make sure all 27 of you return home safe.

 

    
 
 
  Let’s work together to achieve greatness!

 

    
 
 
  Let’s go!

 

    
 
 
  Yay!

 

    
 
 
  For more than five months,

  Endurance sailed south.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  When the ship got to antarctica, the crew found a surprise.

 

    
 
 
  This is much more ice than

  I had expected.

 

    
 
 
  We’ll have to find a way through it to reach land.

 

    
 
 
  Good work! I think we can cut a channel for the ship to move through.

 

    
 
 
  The crew chopped at the ice to break up a path.

  They even had an audience—penguins!

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Endurance moved forward slowly. But

  Soon, the ice became so thick that the ship could not move at all.

 

    
 
 
  We’re stuck like an almond in a bar of toffee, sir! What do we do now?

 

    
 
 
  Time to make our ship into a home! We don’t know how long we’re going to be here.

 

    
 
 
  The crew made the ship more comfortable, checked their food supply, and built furniture.

 

    
 
 
  And they found an interesting way to help the sled dogs off the ship!

 

    
 
 
  It’s a good thing these dogs are used to ice!

 

    
 
 
  Yes, and these ice huts will protect them from the wind.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  The crew was working hard.

  But ernest was once again disappointed. He would not reach the south pole on this trip, either.

  His new goal was survival.

 

    
 
 
  The crew lived on the ship for nearly 10 months.

 

    
 
 
  Though they were trapped, the group made the best of their situation.

 

    
 
 
  Still, ernest worried about the future.

 

    
 
 
  We’re warm and

  Safe on the ship for now... But will enough ice melt for us to sail endurance home someday?

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  As the months went on, huge pieces of ice closed in on endurance.

 

    
 
 
  The ship was slowly crushed by ice

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  To keep his crew

  Safe, ernest made a big decision.

 

    
 
 
  We can’t live on the ship anymore. Let’s save what we can and make a camp on the ice.

 

    
 
 
  The crew believed in their leader. They got to work and set up camp.

 

    
 
 
  But the group knew they couldn’t stay

  There forever...

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Chapter 2

  Stranded!

 

    
 
 
  What do we do now, sir?

 

    
 
 
  Well, you’ve done a good job setting up the camp. We’ll be safe here for a while.

 

    
 
 
  For months, the crew battled the

  Cold, wind, and ice.

 

    
 
 
  They hunted leopard seals for food. But this could get dangerous.

 

    
 
 
  Sometimes, the powerful animals fought back!

 

    
 
 
  The melting ice was also a hazard. When crew members fell

  Through the ice into the freezing water, others had to rescue them.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Life at the camp was not all about danger, though. The crew found some time to have fun.

 

    
 
 
  Sled dog races were exciting and helped the animals exercise.

 

    
 
 
  Some nights, the incredible southern lights shimmered in the sky.

 

    
 
 
  After five months, the melting ice was no longer safe for the Crew. Luckily, ernest had a plan.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Taking these three lifeboats to the closest island is our only choice.

 

    
 
 
  It will be a hard trip...

  I hope we can make it.

 

    
 
 
  All right, everyone aboard? Let’s go!

 

    
 
 
  The three small boats battled high waves, snow, ice, and strong winds.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  For seven days, the crew worked hard to control the boats.

 

    
 
 
  C’mon, keep rowing. I think we’re getting close!

 

    
 
 
  Finally, ernest saw land in the distance.

 

    
 
 
  Look! It’s an island!

 

    
 
 
  When they reached the rocky beach, the crew stepped foot on land for the first time in 497 days.

 

    
 
 
  But they were still more than 800 miles*

  Away from help.

 

    
 
 
  We did it, sir! You brought us to safety!

 

    
 
 
  It’s just one step, my friend. We have a long way to go.

 

    
 
 
  *1,290 km             

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Chapter 3

  An incredible journey

 

    
 
 
  We’re safe for now, but there’s one more trip to take.

 

    
 
 
  We don’t have much food, and winter is coming.

 

    
 
 
  I’d like you five to go with me.

 

    
 
 
  A small number of us will take a lifeboat to south georgia island to get help.

 

    
 
 
  I will come back for you. I promise.

 

    
 
 
  If ernest could not complete the dangerous trip, the rest of his crew would probably never be rescued.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  The men in the boat had no shelter and very little food and water.

  They became tired and hungry. But they kept going. They battled huge waves and fierce storms.

 

    
 
 
  The 16-day journey is still considered one of the most dangerous boat trips ever taken.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Finally, after more than two weeks at sea, the lifeboat reached south georgia island.

 

    
 
 
  Unfortunately, a huge mountain stood between the men and the village where they could get help.

 

    
 
 
  We’ve got only one more thing standing in our way. Let’s get started.

 

    
 
 
  That’s it, one step at a time. We’ve come too far to fail now!

 

    
 
 
  After more than a day of hard climbing, the men heard the steam whistle of a ship. The village was nearby!

 

    
 
 
  We’ve made it!

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Who are you?

 

    
 
 
  My name is Ernest Shackleton.

 

    
 
 
  Almost two years after arriving in antarctica, Ernest had finally made it to safety.

 

    
 
 
  Four months later, Ernest got a ship to get the rest of his crew.

 

    
 
 
  Is everyone okay?

 

    
 
 
  We are all well, boss. You came back for us!

 

    
 
 
  Incredibly, all 27 members of the team returned alive from their antarctic adventure.

 

    
 
 
  Ernest Shackleton died in 1921 while on another journey to antarctica. His bravery while leading the endurance crew to safety is remembered as a great story.

  Of survival.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  If you plan to visit the Antarctic, follow these tips to help you survive.

 

    
 
 
  Get ready for cold weather. Even in the warmest months, the
weather can suddenly fall to -50 degrees Farenheit (-46 degrees
Celsius). To protect yourself, cover every part of your body with
warm clothing.

 

    
 
 
  Use eye protection. The
sun’s strong glare
from the ice can
damage your eyes
if you don’t wear
special goggles or
sunglasses.

 

    
 
 
  Have a survival bag ready
just in case you get lost or stranded. The bag
should include extra water and a tent.

 

    
 
 
  Keep moving if you feel like your body is starting to freeze.
Exercises, such as jumping jacks or sit-ups, will keep the blood
flowing throughout your body

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Travel with a friend so you can watch each other for signs of
hypothermia, such as patches of frozen skin or confused speech.

 

    
 
 
  Bring a shovel in case you need to dig a snow ditch for shelter
during a blizzard.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  Keizo Funatsu was in charge of
the sled dogs on a group trip to
Antarctica in 1990. After feeding the
dogs one night, Keizo got stuck in
a surprise blizzard. He couldn’t find
his way through the strong winds
and heavy snow to get back to the
campsite. Keizo had to spend the
night outside in temperatures around -25°F (-32°C). He dug a hole
in the snow for shelter. After more than a day, Keizo heard voices.
He ran toward them and found other members of his group. They
brought him back to safety.

 

    
 
 
  When a group of Norwegian explorers went missing in Antarctica in
1993, Steve Dunbar and his team came to the rescue. The explorers
had fallen into deep cracks
in the ice. Steve landed
his rescue plane as close
as he could. Then, he and
his team hiked over the
ice to reach the trapped
explorers. After hours of
dangerous work, Steve’s
team saved three people.
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