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				Hare and Tortoise were friends. 

				They liked to sit together on the river bank.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare was very proud of how fast he could run. He told Tortoise about it all the time.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				One day Tortoise got tired of hearing Hare boast. She challenged him to a race.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare laughed and laughed. A slow tortoise could never beat him. He said yes.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				All the other animals came to watch. Bang went the starting gun.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare shot ahead. Tortoise plodded along, slow and steady.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare looked back. Tortoise was far behind. He lay down in the sun.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Tortoise kept going, slow and steady.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				The sun was warm on Hare’s fur. He fell asleep.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Tortoise saw Hare. She didn’t stop. She tip-toed past.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Tortoise could see the finish line. A slow smile spread across her face.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare woke up. He could hear the crowd cheering. He raced for the finish line, but he was too late.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare knew he had been too confident. He had a lot to learn. Tortoise had won by going slow and steady.

			

		

	
		
			
		

		
			
				Hare and Tortoise shook hands. Then together, they went back to sit by the river bank.
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